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(Above, Resurrection of Christ) 
 

SYNAXARION: Holy & Great Pascha; Removal of the Relics of St. Athanasius the 
Great; Hesperos & Zoe the Righteous; Boris, King & Enlightener of Bulgaria; Jordan 
the Wonderworker; 
 

Entrance Hymn: Bless God in the congregations; praise the Lord from the foun-
tains of Israel. Save us o Son of God, who rose from the dead; to Thee we sing: Alleluia. 
 

Apolytikion of Pascha: Christ is r isen from the dead.  By death, trampling down 
upon death and to those in the tombs, He has granted life.  
 

Kontakion: Even though You descended into the grave You destroyed the Power of 
Hades and You rose as a Victor, O Christ our God, saying to the myrrh bearing women: 
Rejoice! And to Your Apostles granting peace and to the fallen, You also grant Resurrec-
tion. 
 

Megalinarion: The angel cr ied to her who is full of grace: Rejoice Holy Virgin and 
again I say rejoice, for your Son has risen from the tomb on the third day. 
Shine, shine, O New Jerusalem, for the glory of the Lord has arisen over you.  Dance 
now for joy O Zion and exult.  Rejoice and be glad O pure Theotokos at the Resurrection 
of your Child. 



 Readings for Pascha 
Epistle Reading is from Acts 1:1-8 
In the first book, O Theophilos, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and teach, until the day 
when he was taken up, after he had given commandment through the Holy Spirit to the apostles 
whom he had chosen. To them he presented himself alive after his passion by many proofs, appearing 
to them during forty days, and speaking of the kingdom of God. And while staying with them he 
charged them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the Father, which, he said, 
"you heard from me, for John baptized with water, but before many days you shall be baptized with 
the Holy Spirit." So when they had come together, they asked him, "Lord, will you at this time re-
store the kingdom of lsrael?" He said to them, "it is not for you to know times or seasons which the 
Father has fixed by his own authority. But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come 
upon you; and you shall be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria and to the end of 
the earth." 
 

Gospel Reading is from John 1:1-17 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the 
beginning with God; all things were made through him, and without him was not anything made that 
was made. In him was life, and the life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness has not overcome it. 
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came for testimony, to bear witness to 
the light, that all might believe through him. He was not the light, but came to bear witness to the 
light. 
The true light that enlightens every man was coming into the world. He was in the world, and the 
world was made through him, yet the world knew him not. He came to his own home, and his own 
people received him not. But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to 
become children of God; who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of 
man, but of God. 
And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth; we have beheld his glory, 
glory as of the only Son from the Father. (John bore witness to him, and cried, "This was he of whom 
I said, 'He who comes after me ranks before me, for he was before me.'") And from his fullness have 
we all received, grace upon grace. For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came 
through Jesus Christ. 

Answer these thought pro-
voking questions about to-

day’s Gospel Reading in the 
adult and teen Sunday 

school lesson.  
Click HERE. 

 

Click here to Download this 
Week’s Children’s Word from 

MyOCN. 

Happy Birthday  

and Happy Nameday! 
If you want to make sure we have your birthdate on file, 

please call the office.  

Birthdays 
 

George Ciampolilo - May 2 
Stefan Katzaras - May 2 
Ethel Athena Chakonas - 

May 4 
Diana Mamero - May 4 

Fabio Cara - May 5 
Basileios Roussos - May 5 
Abigail Mueller - May 6 

Ashley Henderson - May 7 
Athena Katzaras - May 7 

Corinna Robinson - May 7 
Peter Zeban - May 7 

Namedays 
 

Anastasios, Anestis, Avgerinos, 
Boris, Esperos, Labros, Matrona, 
Paschalina, Paschalis, Stasinos - 

May 2 
 

George, Georgia, Rodopi - May 
3 

 

Irini, Markos, Melia, Nikos, 
Raphael - May 4 

 

Efraim, Eirinaios, Irini, Theoha-
ris - May 5 

 

Iov, Seraphim - May 6 
 

Krini, Panagiotis, Pigi, Polyzois, 
Zisimos, Zisis, Zoe - May 7 

 

Melios, Theologos - May 8  

http://stjohntpa.org/church_files/Sunday%20School/lesson%2002%20may%202021.pdf
https://myocn.net/orthodox-christian-childrens-newsletter/
https://myocn.net/orthodox-christian-childrens-newsletter/
https://myocn.net/orthodox-christian-childrens-newsletter/


Sunday, May 2  PASCHA / Midnight Divine Liturgy 12:30-2:00 a.m. 
    AGAPE Vespers    11:00 a.m. - Noon 
 

Monday, May 3  St. George 
    Orthros 9:00 a.m.    Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m. 
 

Tuesday, May 4  Women’s Bible Study    10:00 a.m. 
 

Wednesday, May 5  St. Irene 
    Orthros 9:00 a.m.    Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m. 
    Paraklesis     6:00 p.m. 
 

Friday, May 7  Life-Giving Fountain of Virgin Mary (Zodochos Peghe) 
    Orthros 9:00 a.m.    Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m. 
    Young Adult League    To be announced...   
 

Saturday, May 8  St. John the Theologian 
    Orthros 9:00 a.m.    Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m. 
 

Sunday, May 9  Thomas Sunday 
    Orthros 8:45 a.m.    Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m.   

 

Upcoming Services & Events 

Fifty-Two Verses in Fifty-Two Weeks: The Bible Project 
May 2-8 

 
 

This is the day which the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. Psalm 118:24  
 

Find a reason to rejoice every day. This is important. Psalm 118:24 tells us that this is the 
DAY that the Lord has made, not the week, the year or the lifetime, just the DAY. The fact 
that we are alive today is cause for joy, even if we are in pain or sick. Because every day 
we are here, not matter what our circumstances are, there is an opportunity to pray, to grow, 
to re-pent and to witness for God. On most days in life, we certainly have much more to re-
joice over. Rejoicing and gladness go hand in hand with gratitude. There is a saying 
“Change your latitude with an attitude of gratitude.” Finding a reason to rejoice each day 
will make us more grateful. Being more grateful will help us find a reason to rejoice. There 
are many people who seem to naturally incline to the negative. Christ does not want that 
for us. He wants us to be filled with gladness and find reasons to rejoice and be glad on a 
daily basis. That doesn’t mean we won’t have challenges, setbacks and disappointments. 
However, it does mean that in the midst of all of these things, we need to find reason to re-
joice and be glad.  

Stewardship 2021 Update 

As of Tuesday, April 27, we have  

received 279 stewardship forms,  

with a pledged amount of $446,363.00 

for 2021. 

Don’t forget to fill out your form  
and send it into the office! 

Download Our St. John the Baptist App Today! 
Stay Updated With Push Notifications  

Access Our Parish’s Resources With Just One Click 

Available on Apple, Android, and Amazon Devices 

https://apps.apple.com/app/id1525304313?ign-mpt=uo%3D4
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B08DX982VB/ref=mas_dl
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.subsplashconsulting.s_K4SK9W&referrer=utm_source%3Dsubsplash%26utm_content%3DeyJoYW5kbGVyIjoiYXBwIiwiYXBwa2V5IjoiSzRTSzlXIn0=


Update and Announcements 
 

We’re Looking for Help with Holy Week Photos—Because most of our photo ministry people are fulfilling other roles this 
year, we don’t have people to take photos for Holy Week.  Many of you bring phones and take pictures during Holy Week.  If 
you wouldn’t mind, please send some photos from the services to Fr. Stavros at frstav@gmail.com.  Also if you are interested in 
taking photos for a specific service, such as Good Friday evening or the Anastasis, please let Fr. Stavros know directly. 
 

Looking for Ushers — We are looking for more ushers to help at the Divine Services of our church. If you are interested, please 
email Fr. Stavros at frstav@gmail.com.  
 

No Kneeling until Pentecost — It is actually the Tradition in the Orthodox Church that we not kneel on Sundays in honor of the 
Resurrection of Christ. Because we do not worship on a daily basis in our church communities, priests have encouraged people 
to kneel on Sundays, the thought being that if we do not kneel on Sundays, that we’ll never kneel in church. It is a Tradition, that 
for 50 days after Pascha, we do not kneel in honor of the Resurrection. The next time we will kneel after April 18 is on the Feast 
of Pentecost (June 7) at the Vespers of the Descent of the Holy Spirit, when the priest says “Again and again on bended knees let 
us pray to the Lord.”  
 

Fast Free the week after Pascha — Having kept a fast for almost 8 weeks, including the week before Lent, Lent and Holy 
Week, the church gives us a “week off” from fasting the week after Pascha. During Bright Week, or Renewal Week, as that week 
is called each day is like a Sun-day. Hence, there is no fasting during this celebratory week. Who, then, may receive Commun-
ion? Whoever wishes to, providing that they abstain from food the morning they are receiving. So, the Sunday after Pascha, eve-
ryone in the congregation may receive. There is no fasting on Wednesday or Friday of renewal week, or any other day of that 
week either.  
 

Feast of St. George to be celebrated on Bright Monday, May 3— St. George the “Trophy Bearer” is one of the most famous 
saints of our church. He lived in the third century. He was a soldier, famously memorialized in icons as slaying a dragon. Sym-
bolically, he “slayed” the “dragons” that opposed Christianity and was martyred for his faith. His relics were placed in the altar 
of our church when it was consecrated in 1986. St. George’s feast day is celebrated on the Monday after Pascha when Pascha 
falls on April 23 or later (when Pascha falls earlier than April 23, we celebrate his feastday on April 23). Thus, this year, we will 
celebrate his feastday on the day after Pascha, Monday, May 3.  
 

Wednesday, May 5 - Feast of St. Irene — St. Irene was a martyr of the 4th century. Many miracles have been attributed to her. 
She is the patron saint of law enforcement officers.  
 

Friday, May 7, Feast of the Life-Giving Fountain — Friday after Pascha Commemorates the consecration of a Chapel dedicat-
ed to the Virgin Mary, which was built over a spring in Constantinople, that emits water with healing powers. Hundreds of mira-
cles and healings have occurred at this spring. This feast day of “Zoödochos Peghe - Ζωοδόχος Πηγή” the Feast of the Life-
Giving Fountain, is always celebrated on the Friday of Bright (Renewal) week, the week after Pascha, which this year is May 3.  
 

Young Adult League Meeting Friday May 7 - The Young Adult League will be meeting on Fr iday evening. Stay tuned for  
further details. 
 

Saturday, May 8, Feast of St. John the Theologian and St. Arsenios — On May 8, we celebrate the feast days of St. John the 
Theologian, the author of the fourth Gospel, as well as the Epistles of St. John and the book of Revelation, and also celebrate the 
feast of St. Arsenios, a monk of the 5th Century.  
 

Monday Night Bible Study with Charlie will be held on Mondays, May 10, 17 and 24, from 6:45 p.m. - 8:15 p.m. Bible 
study is held via Zoom. If you are not currently part of the Monday Night Bible study and would like to join in, please contact 
Charlie at chambos@stjohntpa.org and he will add you.  
 

Women’s Bible Study will meet in May as follows: Tuesday, May 4; Tuesday, May 11; Tuesday, May 18; and MONDAY, 
May 24. We are studying the Epistle of St. James. We meet via ZOOM. Fr. Stavros leads this group. If you would like to join our 
women’s Bible study group, please contact Fr. Stavros at frstav@gmail.com and he will add you to the Zoom link. At some 
point, we will be resuming in person, however when we do, there will continue to be a zoom option.  
 

GriefShare to resume in August—Thank you to Donna Hambos for finishing our fourth semester of GriefShare, our small 
group ministry dedicated to people who have lost loved ones. This group will resume either in later August or early September 
with another 13-week program. We know that there have been several people this spring who have lost loved ones. Please keep 
this very beneficial program in mind over the summer so that you can participate in the fall.  
 

Meeting of Ministry Heads, Tuesday, May 11—we will be having a meeting of our Ministry Heads via zoom on Tuesday, 
May 11 at 6:00 p.m. Each ministry head is requested to participate, and if you are unable to participate, please make sure that 
someone from your ministry is representing your ministry.  

Prayer List: Lord Jesus Christ, Physician of our Souls and Bodies, visit and heal your servants: Lillian Thomas; Scotty; Desi Serriera; Ashley Kladakis; Dora Kallas, Kathy & Andrew Bouzinekis; 
Anastasia; Amanda, Andrew, Colton, Miranda, Charlotte Elizabeth, Nuha, Nabeel, Michael, Amal, John, Elaine,   Olga, Virginia Georgiou, Ron Myer, Toula Tsaros,  Fr. Pat Legato, Nellie Pringle, 
Yolanda Webb, Angela Bougas, Tony Ekonomou, Ron, Jason Vickers, Rex Garrison, Tina Chakonas, Ann Demas, Alex Martinez, Adriana Martinez, Aaron Martinez, Christina Noel Kouzes Houck, 
Evangeline Xeroteres, Nichole Ross, Daniel Ross, Daniella Ross, Ashley Henderson, Natalie Henderson, Chris, Debbie, James, Avery, Lily, Jacob, Jesse, Ann, Rosario, Antonia Caffentzis, Alissa, John, 
Angela, Joey, Christine Scourtes, Steven, Matthew & Family, Phyllis, John Zelatis, Reagan, Peter Zaharis, Alexandra Ferrarolis, Leon & Despina Botham, Cindy Xenick, Mary Ellen Evdemon, Marie 
Sofia Panagopoulos, Maria Hursey, Chris Vamvakias, John Myer, Mike Trimis, Robert and Alice Stoccardo, John Alexander, Michael Romero, George Hambos, Dean Kondilis and Family, Bill and 
Nancy Manikas, Patricia Costello, Anastasia Smyrnakis, Ekaterina & Anna Shushaalykova, Dora Koudouna, Ana Mourer, Debbie Phelps, Mary Voykin, David Voykin, Anne Sakellaris, Denise Badrane, 
Sia Blankenship, Don Payne, Zhana Temelkova, Stanislava Terzieva, James, Jude and all victims of war, terrorism, crime, natural disaster, and all of whom we are unaware. 














